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Designated Emphasis 
Requirements
The Designated Emphasis is a 16-unit 
interdisciplinary graduate course of study, 
requiring students to demonstrate focused 
coursework and research in the field. Two of the 
four required courses, if otherwise eligible, may 
count towards the student’s Ph.D. requirements. 
There are two core requirements:

1.  Four (4) graduate courses (16 units). 
Students will only be allowed to take one 
(1) undergraduate qualified course paired 
with a 292 in this DE. These courses 
must be taken in at least two different 
departments: ANTH 261, ANTH 262, 
ANTH 265, ANTH 281, CWPA 210, CWPA 
279, CWPA 285, DNCE 254, DNCE 257, 
ENGL 247, ENGL 273, ENGL 274, ENGL 
278, ETST 201, ETST 221, ETST 222, 
HIST 220, HIST 238, PHIL 261, PHIL 283, 

PSYC 225, PSYC 255, PSYC 262, RLST 
224. 

Lower Division Courses: ANTH 143, ANTH 
162, ANTH 166, ETST 116, GSST 106, 
GSST 141, GSST 161, GSST 171, GSST 
189, HIST 107, LGBS 137, LGBS 152, 
PHIL 167, PHIL 168, 169E, TFDP 122

2.  Submission of a research portfolio within 
one year after the quarter in which the stu-
dent advances to candidacy. The portfolio, 
to be reviewed by a standing committee of 
the Medical and Health Humanities Faculty, 
will demonstrate significant research in the 
field, include two research papers (one 
research paper must be the product of one 
of the 4 unit qualifying courses) and syllabi 
from the four completed courses. The 
student will also submit a self-statement (of 
no more than 1000 words) articulating their 
particular research emphasis and expertise, 
and one Medical and Health Humanities 
syllabus created by student.

All requirements for the Designated Emphasis 
must be satisfied within one year after the 
quarter in which a student advances to can-
didacy in their Ph.D. field; a minimum GPA of 
3.0 is required for the award of the Designat-
ed Emphasis.

Lower-Division Courses
MHHS 001 Introduction to Medical and Health 
Humanities 4 Lecture, 3 hours; activity, 2 hours; 
extra reading, 1 hour. Prerequisite(s): none. 
Introduces medical and health humanities. 
Explores the importance of humanities and 
arts to medicine, the diverse understandings 
of health and illness, and the complex social 
and economic forces that inform how people 
are cared for during times of illness. Mandatory 
course in the Medical and Health Humanities 
minor.

Upper-Division Courses
MHHS 191 Seminar in Medical and Health 
Humanities 4 Seminar, 3 hours; activity, 2 
hours; extra reading, 0.5 hour; research, 0.5 
hour. Prerequisite(s): MHHS 001 with a grade 
of C- or better. Examines selected topics in the 
medical and health humanities from religion, 
anthropology, literature or history to creative 
arts. Analyzes the role of humanities in medicine. 
Develops skill sets through seminars with 
medical humanities experts. Mandatory course 
in the Medical and Health Humanities minor.
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